Educational Attainment
Research shows that education is a key determinant of health, with the more educated reporting lower morbidity from
common acute & chronic diseases, lower anxiety/depression & experiencing better physical & mental functioning.
Many of Warwickshire’s children and young people achieve the expected national standards of educational attainment
but signiﬁcant disparities exist on a geographic and demographic basis. The tackling of this under achievement and
health and well being inequalities among certain groups is crucial for reasons including raising aspirations, improving
opportunities and reducing social & economic inequalities.

• The proportion of children in Warwickshire (66% in 2011) achieving a good level of development as assessed through
the Early Years Foundation Stage Proﬁle continues to increase year on year. However, there is an average year on
year difference of 10% in achievement levels between the lower achieving north (Nuneaton & Bedworth and North
Warwickshire) and the south (Warwick and Stratford).
• At Key Stage 2, geographical differences become more marked & attainment gaps are not decreasing. There are
geographical differences between those achieving the expected level (level 4 and above), an average year on year
gap of 6% between the north and the south. Differences between those achieving level 5+ are even more
considerable with the gap increasing to an average of 9%. This demonstrates that higher level performance is less
evident in the north than the south.
• At Key Stage 4 (KS4), the target level attainment is for ﬁve or more GCSE grades A*-C including Maths and English
GCSE. For this, Warwickshire is above the national average, with 60.5% of pupils reaching this standard. Attainment
levels in the north are lower than those in the south. This gap is not decreasing & less than half (48%) of pupils in
the north achieve this level.
• Children with a special educational need (SEN) in Warwickshire achieve better than the national KS4 target level
attainment, but the gap between SEN children and non-SEN children is still signiﬁcant and remains consistently large.
• A 32.5 percentage point difference in 2011 exists between those eligible for free school meals and those who are not,
in terms of achieving the KS4 target level attainment. This gap has remained consistently large over the last 3 years.
• There is little difference in achievement at GCSE level by broad ethnic group with Mixed, Asian, Black & Chinese
pupils tending to do slightly better than their White counterparts. However, the gaps widen when breaking down
these ethnic groups further.
• 14% of the 60 children who had been looked after continuously for at least 12 months as at 31st March 2011 who
were eligible to sit their GCSEs in 2010/11 achieved the KS4 target level attainment, signiﬁcantly lower than the
Warwickshire average.
• Of the 54 children looked after continuously for 12 months at 31 March 2011 who completed year 11 during the
2009/10 academic year, 24 (44.4%) were in full time education, 1 (1.9%) was in f/t employment, 18 (33.3%) were in
p/t employment, education or training & 11 (20.4%) were unemployed.
• For 95.7% of young people post-16 their destinations were positive as at November 2011. 89.5% continued in f/t
education, 0.6% were involved in non-employed training, 5.1% were employed and 0.5% were involved in voluntary
or part time activities.
• Negative outcomes account for 4.3% of young people with 3.1% not in education, employment or training (NEET)
and 1.2% where data is not available/young person has left area (NALA).
• In 2010, 87% of young people educated in Warwickshire special schools had positive destinations post 16; 83.3%
continued in f/t education, 2.8% were involved in non-employed training, 0.9% were employed & 0% engaged in
voluntary or p/t activities.
• In Adult & Community Learning, there were 6,035 enrolments by 3,749 learners. Participation rates of ethnic
minorities and from deprived communities were greater than the population average. The overall achievement rate
of 92% is signiﬁcantly above the national average. Much of this learning is non-accredited, but 629 qualiﬁcations
were achieved in literacy, numeracy, ESOL and ICT.

Outcomes Sought
• Pupils are ready for school, attend and enjoy school with key indicators measuring attendance, exclusion
and attainment.
• Achieve personal and social development and enjoy recreation, as reported in the Annual Pupil survey
• Positive outcomes for pupils post 16
• Transitions between settings and from children's to adult services are well managed
• Re-engage adults, particularly those with low prior attainment in learning to support their own &
their children’s development

What are we going to do about it?
• Warwickshire Children and Young People’s Plan
• Warwickshire Child Poverty Strategy

Who Needs to Know This?

• National Pupil Premium Strategy
• Public Health Outcomes Framework

• Commissioners and practitioners of children services, and those involved in the transition to adulthood
• Children’s Trust partners – see website for Children and Young People’s Plan
• Head teachers

